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COOL WINDS, BRIGHT SKIES
Each day begins with fog that lingers into
late morning, a natural blanket that slows
ripening. By afternoon, strong breeges
from the San Pablo Bay sweep over the
vines, ensuring daytime highs rarely crest
B0 degrees—it’s typically about 20 degrees
cooler than up-Valley AVAs. The interplay
of fog, sun, and wind is so consistent that,
as Priest notes, “You can almost set your
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watch to when the strong ocean breezes
whip over the hilltops to cool the vines.”
For Pinot Noir and Chardonnay, this
climate preserves acidity, tempers aleohol,
and draws out nuance—wines that are
structured yet fresh, lean vet layered.

THE CHAMPAGNE of NAPA
Carneros is often called “Napa's Burgundy,”
given its affinity for Chardonnay and
Pinot Notr, vet the argument for “Napa's
Champagne™ 1s equally compelling. The
Bay's cooling influence produces fruit
that lends itself beautifully to méthode

traditivnmelle, leading houses like Domaine
Carneros to ecraft world-class sparkling
wines. “Those marine influences are what
define the region and produce an expres-
sion of Pinot Noir and Chardonnay that is
lean, balanced, restrained but unctuous,”
explains TJ Evans, winemaker at Domaine
Cameros. The result 15 sparkling wines
that capture tenston—between acidity and
power, freshness and depth—hallmarks
that have made Carneros a benchmark for
domestic sparkling wines.

VARIETALS o/ 108 CARNEROS
Carneros is dominated by Chardonnay
(50%) and Pinot Noir (43%), the twin
pillars that thrive in cool-climate condi-
tions. Pinot Noir here is plush with cherry
frudt vet taut with acidity, often showing

earth, spice, and a silken structure.
Chardonnay ranges from mineral-driven
to richly textured, often striking a balance
of brightness and cream. Still, Carneros’
story extends beyond the classics.

Etude has championed Pinot Blane
since 2000, exploring the grape’s refresh-
ing potential at its Grace Benoist Ranch.
Bouchaine has nurtured Riesling, a passion
project that Chris Kajani, president and
winemaker, says flourishes in Carneros’
fog-kissed soils: “The cool climate here is
perfect for an aromatic grape such as this.”
Domaine Carneros experiments with Pinot
Clair, a fascinating hybrid wine that Evans

began in 2008 as an exploration in texture
and crispness. These varietals, along-
side Gewiirztraminer and Merlot, enrich
Carmeros’ identity, reminding us that the
AVA has much variety to discover.

ETUDE: THE QUIET ELEGANCE
of GRACE BENOIST RANCH
Etude has been part of the Carneros fabric
since 1982, founded just before the AVA
itself was established. Rooted in the soils
of Grace Benoist Ranch, the estate reflects
what Priest calls “a quiet elegance—it's
where restraint and purity meet.” Etude's
ethos has always been about patience and
observation—listening to fog, soil, and vine
in order to coax out wines of vibraney and
depth. Pinot Noir remains the soul of Etude,
crafted with an artistry that allows fruit to
fully mature while preserving its natural
acidity. Their exploration of Pinot Blane,

a place that is dominated by vibraney,”
says Kajani. Situated on 100 rolling acres,
Bouchaine harnesses Carneros’ microch-
mates and patchwork soils, blending fruit
from diverse sites to maximize flavor while
maintaining acidity. “That push and pull of
cool mornings to bright afterncons captures
exactly what makes Carneros special
among other regions in wine country,”
Kajani explains. The results are wines that
reflect freshness—Chardonnayvs with bright
minerality, Pinot Noirs with energy and
depth, and Rieslings with electric acidity.
Innovation and  intimacy  define
Bouchaine. The Riesling program, once
a mere passion project, has become an
emblem of how Carneros can surprise.
“Riesling thrives and can produce beauti-
ful, complex wines” Kajani says, “and
the cool climate here is perfect for an
aromatic grape such as this.” Their Pinot
Noir program, rooted in clonal diversity,

Carneros is dominated by
Chardonnay (50%) and Pinot Noir (43%),
the twin pillars that thrive in cool-climate

conditions... Still, Carneros’ story
extends bevond the classics.

planted in 2000, shows their commitment
to diversity within the Carneros lens.

The winery’s philosophy s anchored in
the idea that terroir should be tasted in the
glass. “Carneros is unigue because it spans
across Napa and Sonoma, so balance is at
the heart of this AVA" Priest explains. That
balance shines in Etude's Helrloom Pinot
Noir, a bottling of historie selections that
carries a vibrant yet lavered profile—proof of
how fog, wind, and soil converge here. Beyond
the wines themselves, Etude has played a
defining role in the AVA's story: “Carneros
was one of the first regions to show the world
how California could excel with cool-climate
varietals like Pinot Noir and Chardonnay,”
Priest notes, “and Etude was paramount in
helping to define not just the borders of this
new AVA, but also its unigueness.”

BOUCHAINE VINEY
CARNEROS HEARTBEAT
Bouchaine Vineyards, the oldest continu-
ously operating estate in Carneros, embraces
vibrancy as its ethos. “Los Carneros Is

captures what Kajani calls “the heartbeat
of Carneros.”™ With a community-driven
spirit, Bouchaine reflects the AWA's collab-
orative essence: “The winemaking com-
munity here is tight-knit, passionate, and
supportive.” A wisit to their estate brings
all of this to life—sweeping views of the
San Pablo Bay, estate gardens, and wines
that echo the land’s natural rhythm.




DOMAINE CARNEROS:
SPARKLING LEGACY
Founded in 1987 by Champagne Taittinger,
Domaine Cameros has become synonymous
with Carneros’ sparkling lesacy. Anchored
by six estate 1s, each with d ive
character, the winery honors its heritage
while innovating at the edges of tradition.
“Every one of the six estate vineyards has
a distinetive character that we honor by

“a fascinating hybrid wine” that balances
richness with a erisp finish, aged partially
in a concrete egg.

A GATEWAY of TMSCOVERY
Los Carneros 18 more than an appella-
tion—it is a gateway, welcoming visitors at
Napa's southern border with a distinetive
cool-climate identity. Its history stretches
from Mexican land grants to ploneering

Carneros is often called “Napa’s Burgundy.,”
given its aflinity for Chardonnay and
Pinol Noir, yet the argument for “Napa's
Champagne” is equally compelling.

planting with appropriate varietals and
clones,” says Evans. Their Le Réve Blance
de Blancs stands among California’s most
esteemed sparkling wines. Evans notes,
“We've even developed a proprietary yeast
to produce a tiny, fine bead of bubbles.™

But Domaine Carneros is not only spar-
kling. Their exploration of still wines—
particularly Pinot Noir and their experi-
mental Pinot Clair—extends Carneros’
story. “We've been making our Pinot Clair
since 2008. This wine started as an ex-
periment,” Evans shares, deseribing it as
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sparkling houses, its terroir defined by
clay soils, fog, and wind. Today, the AVAs
wines—whether Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, or
its more unigue gems—oearry forward a nar-
rative of elegance, restraint, and discovery.
For travelers, Carneros offers an in-
vitation: to sit in the breeze, to watch fog
Iift, to taste wines shaped by rhythm and
balance. Whether at the storied halls of
Domaine Carneros, the intimate gardens of
Bouchaine, or the quiet strength of Etude,
Carneros is where Napa begins—and where
cool-climate California finds its voice.

Carneros Wine
Recommendalions

Domaine Carneros 2017

Le Réve Blanc de Blancs

A flagship sparkling, showing
delicate notes of white flowars,
citrus blossom, and brioche. The
mousse is fine, persistent, and
creamy, with a finish of mineral
precision and elegance.

Domaine Carneros 2023
Pinot Clair

A unigue, hybrid expression

of Pinot Noir and Chardonnay.
Aromas of red berries and pear
interplay with a textural palate—
rich yet lifted—balanced by a
crisp, clean finish.

Bouchaine Vineyards 2022
Pommard Clone Estate

Pinot Moir

Dark cherry, plum, and spice
leap from the glass, accented by
earthy undertones. Silky tannins
and bright acidity create tension
and length on the palate.

Bouchaine Vineyards 2022
Estate Riesling

Vibrant, dry, and racy with electric
acidity. Notes of lime zest,
jasmine, and green apple dance
on a crisp, mineral-driven frame.

Bouchaine Vineyards 2022
Reserve Chardonnay
Golden-hued with aromas of
lemon curd, toasted hazelnut, and
subtle oak spice. The palate is
broad yet balanced, with a creamy
texture lifted by bright citrus.

Etude 2023 Pinot Blanc

Fresh and aromatic, with notes
of white peach, citrus, and
honeysuckle. The palata is lively,
offering depth and a clean, re-
freshing finish.

Etude 2021 Heirloom Pinot Noir
Complex and layered, with ripe
cherry, raspberry, and rose petal
interwoven with spice and forest
floor. Vibrant acidity underpins a
long, elegant finish.
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